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The Mint began striking both gold and silver Superman 
bullion coins.  How many of you collectors will be placing 

their orders soon? 
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Happy June! 
 
It’s finally starting to feel like summer. I hope everyone enjoyed the may meeting. We 
voted on our 2025 medal design and the winner was Fort Douglas! Also thank you to eve-
ryone who brought coins for the bourse night.  
 
This month is our annual youth night! I am very excited to share the joys of numismatics 
with young people. This years theme is the Jefferson nickel.  
Hope to see you and your kids/grandkids there! 
 
Casey Hackford-Peer 



  
MISSING OR LOST COINS 

 
Douglas Nyholm 

 
I have always been interested in the odd and curious.  In numismatics there is no shortage of interesting 
coins with a story, some of which have seemingly disappeared.  Several coins which I will discuss here 
were once well known but for some reason have now left little or no trace of their existence.  Two such 
coins have origins in the 1960’s the other two come from the mid nineteenth century. 
 
The first coin is a 1966 Jefferson Nickel with the newly added “FS” designers initials for Felix Schlag.  The 
interesting thing about this coin is that it was struck in full Proof format, or rather two of them were struck 
in Proof and ceremonially presented to Felix Schlag during a special ceremony held to honor the designer 
whos initials were omitted from his design of the Jefferson Nickel in 1938 and then added in 1966.  Nota 
ble is that 1966 was during the years of 1965-1967 that no true proofs were struck so were these two coins 
actually struck in full Proof as reported thus making these presentation pieces virtually unique, or not?  If so 
they, if they were to come to auction, could very easily bring a 6-digit price tag.  Unfortunately there has 
been no trace of them or their whereabouts since virtually the year they were presented to Mr. Schlag.  Over 
the years I have spoken to numerous nickel specialists who remember the presentation, and it made front 
page headlines on Coin World, who are at a loss as to any information or the location of these two nickels 
today.  There has also never been any reference to them in the Red Book.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recent research has turned up some new information about these nickels as follows.  It was originally stat-
ed that the two presentation nickels were the first two coins to be struck or essentially “First Strike” exam-
ples.  In the same article they called the presentation coins or a Special Mint Set circulation coins which is a 
contradiction since SMS coins were struck differently than circulation coins.  I feel any current information 
is purely speculative and at the same time contrary to many reports.  So, were they actually Proofs as origi-
nally described or not.   Where are they now?  Finally is it just one more numismatic mystery yet to be un-
raveled. 
 
The second coin(s) that have been untraced but known to exist is the 1844-O Proof $5 gold coin.  There al-
so exists a 1844-O Proof $10 from this southern mint but supposedly 3 or 4 of them are known.  The $5 
coin is only known by a single example but a second one was rumored years ago.   Both of these coins are 
equal to any era Proof from Philadelphia which is also unusual and rare.  Most early branch mint proofs are 
not visually up to the Philadelphia standard and some of them being exceptional are only graded as Speci-
men.  Recent research has turned up an image of the $5 coin located on PCGS Coin Facts whereas both 
Douglas Winter in his book on New Orleans gold and John Dannreuther in his 2-volume work on Proof 
gold did not include a image of the $5 coin.  Neither denomination has appeared at any recent or modern 
auction but both have impressive pedegrees beginning about 1900 with Parmelee, Woodin, Newcomer and 
Farouk collections.  PCGS estimates the value of the $5 coin to be $5,500,000 while no estimate is given 
for the $10 coin 
  
 



Pictured below both coins are shown together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is completely unknown why either of these coins were struck in proof format at the New Orleans mint in 
1844.  Yet another numismatic mystery. 
 
 
 
 



Now for the third mystery coin.  This is a coin that once existed but is presently unknown, the 1873-S No Ar-
rows Liberty Seated half dollar.  This coin has been listed for years in the Red Book and noted as “Unknown in 
any collection.”  It however is listed with a mintage of 5,000 coins.  Interestingly the current version of the 
2026 Red Book does not list or make any mention of this coin.  Possible future generations may not ever be 
aware that this coin was actually struck.  The creation of this coin is similar to the change in weight which oc-
curred both in 1853 and 1873.  The 1853-O NA Half is known to the extant of only four examples today while 
the 1873-CC NA Quarter was minted with a quantity of 4,000 examples but is also a major rarity today with 
just six examples known.  Finally te 1873-CC Dime without arrows has only a single unique  example known 
from a mintage of 12,400 minted.  Most if not all of the 1873-S NA Half were melted due to the change in 
weight.  As far as the survival of this half dollar there have been persistent rumors that one has surveved but 
this has never been confirmed.  A mock up of what this coin would look like is shown below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also, the coin pictured below evidently escaping a melting or fire was once offered as a real 1873-S NA half 
but no positive identification is possible.  Due to the fire damage even checking for the weight is not possible 
due to the damage.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One day an example might possibly surface but the likelihood is very slim.   
 
 



The final coin to be discussed is probably one every numismatist is aware of.  That being the 1964 Peace Dol-
lar.  This Peace dollar was authorized by President Lyndon Johnson and a mintage of 45 million coins were 
planned.  Actual production commenced on May 15, 1965 and for the next several days 316,076 coins were 
struck at the Denver mint.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Even though struck in 1965 they were dated 1964 to comply with the date freeze due to the nationwide coin 
shortage.  The composition was identical to the last Peace dollar struck in 1935.  Later in 1965 the govern-
ment ordered all of the 1964 Silver dollars to be melted.  It was also announced that they were never officially 
released but this is where the controversary and rumors begin.  Not even a single specimen was even saved 
for the Smithsonian, they according to the government are illegal to own but why even make this statement if 
they were all destroyed?  Here’s were the story gets interesting.  Denver mint employees were allowed to pur-
chase two of the 1964 silver dollars at the end of their shift one day.  One mint employee has related his expe-
rience after purchasing two coins and later spending one at a local bar that evening  Whatever happened to 
this or the one he kept is unknown but the order to melt them came the next morning.  Other stories exist, I 
while working at Heritage heard that a collector who owned one in Houston but as far as selling or consigning 
it to auction that would certainly never happen as the Secret Service would immediately be on the doorstep of 
anyone in possision of it.  Additionally, I was talking to a well known coin dealer years ago that told me he 
was offered two of them and actually had one in each hand.  The price was supposedly $10,000 each and he 
really wanted to purchase them but declined stating the only person he could ever tell that he owned them was 
his wife.  Essentially the legal status of the 1964 Peace dollar is very similar to the 1933 gold Double Eagle.   
 
In conclusion, the four aforementioned coins at one time existed, or possibly still do.  They are however for 
all intents and purposes unknown or may not actually exist.  In any even they cannot be legally collected or 
collected at all as their whereabouts or existence is in question.  Again, there is always something intriguing 
and interesting in our hobby.    



U.S. Currency Series Dates and Suffexs 

      Doug Nyholm  
 
Recently I completed my mini-collection of small size “Red Seal” United States Notes.  The complete 
collection consists of only nine notes which are all of the major types and denominations.  I have been 
doing research on these notes and became interested in the “Series dates and suffixes.”  As most of you 
know all our current currency contains a Series date and possibly a suffix letter following the date.  As 
most of us in the UNS collect coins we generally collect with the date or mint mark as a prime consider-
ation.  Some of us collect other items such as currency, stamps, tokens and what are these collectors 
called?  Wikipedia says “Notaphilies” for currency collectors, “Philatelists” for stamp collectors, and 
“Exonumists”  for token collectors.  Also another interesting word is that of “ephemera” which refers to 
writer or printed documents which have a historital expected lifetime in service.   
 
Now getting back to currency collecting or “Notaphilies” unless you dive into the subject there is proba-
bility much information contained on your dollar bill or piece of currency that you may not be aware of 
its significance.  One item some believe that this is similar to a date on a coin but that many non-
collectors do not fully understand it the series date.  This could not be farther from fact.  While research-
ing my Red Seal $2 notes the series date begins with 1928 and then continues with suffix letters A, B, C, 
D, E, F, and G.  All of those notes went through various subtle design changes through the years but re-
tained the date of 1928.  When were they printed, certainly not all in 1928 to be sure as the next series 
date on the $2 notes was 1953.  If they followed this procedure our coin albums would certainly have a 
lot less holes to fill.   
 
Why then all the suffix letters and how are they determined?  The concept used by the BEP is actually 
very inconsistent and there are a lot of exceptions to their rules.  I sourced the Paper Money Project from 
The Society of Paper Money Collectors  to find out just when each series/suffix combination was actual-
ly in production.  What I found was very interesting.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Suffix Began Printing End Printing Treasurer Secretary 

1928 None 2/4/1929 6/3/30 Tate Mellon 

1928 A 5/15/30 7/14/33 Woods  Mellon 

1928 B 1/23/33 7/17/33 Woods Mills 

1928 C 4/17/24 2/12/40 Julian Morgenthau 

1928 D 3/13/39 5/27/46 Julian Morgenthau 

1928 E 12/26/45 9/17/46 Julian Vinson 

1928 F 9/12/46 12/9/49 Julian Snyder 

1928 G Dec 1949 Feb 1953 Clark Snyder 





One of the first things you will notice on the previous chart is that the beginning date and ending date 
for the series suffix’s overlap.  Also Julian/Monganthau signatures appear on both the C and D suffix 
notes.  Are you beginning to get the complexities and non-conformity of these date/suffix’s as they 
appear on the notes.  It gets even crazier once you dig in to the original scheme for how this was in-
tended to be used. 
 
Let’s go into a bit of history regarding series dates on U.S. currency.  The first banknotes with a series 
year were the United States Notes of 1869.  The first series of notes printed by the Federal Reserve 
was series 1914  The next series was that of 1918, later $1 Silver Certificate came in with series 1923.  
Gold Certificitates appeared with series dates of 1905, 1906 and other denominations appeared with 
dates of 1907, 1913, and 1922.  Series 1928 was the first of the small size notes to be issued. 
 
Since then the series year was changed when a major design change was made.  The suffix letter was 
added or changed when a minor change was made.  Now what constitutes a minor or major change?  
This is definitely a moving target.  Historically when the signature of the Treasurer changed this 
would constitute a major change and the series date would change.  A change in the Secretary's signa-
ture was considered a minor change which would add or change a suffix letter, again looking at the 
chart this does not follow the rules.  Any other change to the basic design would normally be a major 
change.  Major designs in our small size currency other than signature changes were rare before 1974 
when William E. Simon became the Secretary of the Treasury.  Prior to 1974 as previously stated a 
new Secretary was considered a major change.  One major change was made between 1928-B and C 
which was the wording on the red seal and both Treasurer and Secretary were also changed.  An ex-
ception occurred in 1979 when G. William Millers signature appeared on Series 1977-A instead of 
1979.  Essentially beginning in the 1970’s most of the rules of what was major, what was minor, and 
changes due to designs really fell apart.  There were a number of years that the suffix changes were 
virtually discontinued.  If you look through some of the modern currency catalogues and try to make 
sense of the changes you will soon become aware that there is no sense.   
 
In researching this article I also became very confused as to what I was missing and how the BEP was 
assigning Series dates and suffix’s.  I wrote to noted currency expert Peter Huntoon and asked it there 
was any docucumentation or previous research done to make sense out of this.  His reply is as follows: 
 
“There is no longer a protocol for assigning series dates on small size notes, although they 
kicked off with a rudimentary stab at it in 1928.  Even that early attempt broke down decades 
ago.  It is done on an ad hoc basis these days.   
There is no article about it that I have seen.  The easy way to get at it is to get a small note cata-
log and simply map the series out.  I am also unaware of any websites that have the into. 
Don’t waste your time.  It isn’t a topic that jerks many chains.  Chaos even characteries the se-
ries dates on large size U.S. type notes.” 
 
With his answer, that kind of dashed my hopes in writing a informative article of how Series Dates on 
currency were used and formulated.  Other than that I thought I would still publish what I learned to 
possibly help any of you collecting currency by more that just type.  Essentially the dates on currency 
really have little to do about anything other than identify the note by a date that doesn’t really mean 
anything.  Look at the  examples the table on $2 1928 Red Seals, They weren’t even printed until 
1929 and then even as late a 1953 they still had the 1928 date on them.  Much of our other small size 
currency is similar regarding the date on the note in that it was printed years after the date shown.   
Yes, it is possible to research the date range that a certain series was printed but  for later years from 
the 1970’s on the date is not much more than an arbitrary number will little meaning.   
 
Someone at our last club meeting made an announcement that he was looking for certain note with a 
particular date.  If one collects notes by dates just be aware of what the series date really indicates. �
 



The Utah Coin Shows Website is now up and displays current and 
upcoming Utah coin shows 

 

Utahcoinshows.com�
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New book available for pre-order 
�

�

�

�

�

�

 

https://  

The third book in Winston Zack’s series of circulation contemporary counter-
feit United States coins entitled “Bad Metal” is available for pre-order.  I own 
the first two and he has done a wonderful job documenting this collecting 
niche of our hobby.  The books are fully illustrated in color with and very 
informative about counterfeiting and the people who created these coins 
which to a great extent were in actual circulation.   

This third book covers silver 50c and silver dollars.  I believe future plans are 
for a book covering gold. 

Pre-order pricing is $75 after which cost of the book goes up to $100.   

If interested you may go directly to his order page below or contact him di-
rectly. 

 

 

Winston.s.zack@gmail.com 

 

 

www.badmetalcoin.com/shop? Category=Books&utm_campaign=2c5b41ec-486f-4869-94e3-
4d9b161c4f19&utm_source=so&utm_medium=mail&cid=0eb2a13d-5a94-4dfc-a6c3-
8d7414673d04 



COIN QUIZ ANSWERS 
1. OGP / Original Government Packaging 

2. Close AM / Along with Wide AM refers to the spacing between the letters AM in America on 
certain Lincoln cents dated 1992, 1998, 1999, and 2000 

3. Bugs Bunney / Refers to a die clash on certain 1955 Franklin Half Dollars giving Franklins teeth 
a buck tooth appearance. 

4. 9x7 / Indicating the star placement, left or right of the date on certain 1797 Bust Silver Dollars.  
Also 10x6 is used. 

5. CLE / Crushed Lettered Edge refers to Proof restrikes of 1833/1834 and 1835 Bust half dollars.  
This was caused as they were struck in a closed collar thus crushing the edge lettering. 

6. Ugly 3 / Refers to certain 1823 Capped Bust Half dollars which the 3 in the date is deformed,  
Other varieties of this date are referred to as “Patched 3” and “Broken 3” 

7. FH, FSB, FBL / Relatively common abbreviations for “Full Head” on Standing Lib Quarters, 
“Full Split Bands” referring to the strike quality on the reverse of Mercury Dimes, and “Full Bell 
Lines” Referring to strike quality on the Liberty Bell on the reverse of Franklin Halves.  

8. Ugly Head / A satirical 1784 Washington copper with a definite very ugly portrait.  See page 46 
of the current Red Book. 

 



Promptness Prize:   1964 TyB Washington Sil. Quar.        
Junior Prize:    1928 D series 2 $ note  
Member Prize:        1940 S Sil. ½ dollar     

Thanks to Bruce Griggs our curator for this months prizes 

Coins are purchased from: 

All About Coins / Esquire Coins / U.S. Mint / Barton Enterprises / Majestic Coins 

J. Vrazel Coins / Glen Beckstead  / Darin Lee / J. Coates Coins  / Davis Coins / Strasser Coins 

Todd Monson’s Coins 

 

1- 2013 25 Yr. Silver Maple leaf             

2- 2002 W Silver West Point Comm. dollar      

3- 1983 Prestige Proof set (W/$)        

4- 1925 Stone Mtn. ½ dollar                

5- 2014 50th Anniversary Kennedy ½ $ set             

6- 1972 S Jefferson slab       

7- 2007 S Montana ¼ dollar Sil. slab           

8- 1934 MS63 Cent Slab                   

9- 1976 Sil. Bi-Centinel Proof set  

10- 1963 & 1964 Sil. Quarters 

Buy of the month—Innovation dollars Florida  



 
  
 

 

 

 

A little different this month.  Not a multiple choice but answer the 
question.  Abbreviations  or descriptions in Numismatics which are 
not common. 
 

 

1.  What does “OGP” mean? 

 ——————————————- 

2.  What does “Close AM” indicate? 

 _____________________________ 

3.  What does “Bugs Bunney” Refer to? 

          ______________________________ 

4.  What does “9x7” indicate or refer to? 

 _____________________________ 

5.  What does “CLE” refer to? 

 ______________________________ 

6.  What coin does “Ugly 3” refer to? 

 ______________________________ 

 7.   This is a 3-parter, you have to get all three for credit 

 What does “FH” refer to? 

         ____________________________ 

  What does FSB” refer to? 

         ____________________________ 

             What does “FBL” refer to? 

          ____________________________ 

8: What coin does “Ugly Head” refer to? 

           ____________________________  



UNS 2025 Monthly Schedule 

 The  By-Laws were amended to verify that incoming Officers and Board members would be sworn 
in during our December Holiday meeting after our biannual elections.  �

May 

UNS Birthday 

Bourse 

June 

Youth Night—Dave 
Andrews 

NUTS Coin Show 

July 

Picnic 

August 

Speaker—TBA 

Treasure Hunt—Metal 
Decting 

September 

Auction 

October 

UNS Coin Show 

Speaker—TBA 

November 

Speaker—TBA 

December 

Christmas Dinner 

NEW MEMBERS 
Dennis Crookston   



BOOK REVIEW 
 Doug Nyholm  

ELECTRUM 
AND THE INVENTION OF COINAGE 

Joseph Linzalone 

 I have always been interested in electrum coinage, but 
unfortunately have never owned one.  There are a small 
number of books on the subject and most of the books 
are relatively epensive, up to and above $200.  These 
books are not readily available off the shelf and I am 
hesitant to purchase one sight unseen.  I met a dealer at 
the last Ogden show with two copies of this book and I 
was able to flip through it and was impressed so I pur-
chased a copy.  The price was $95 which is still fairly 
expensive but after looking at it I made the purchase.  
Although written in 2011 the information was what I 
was looking for.  The title “Electrum and The Invention 
of Coinage” is very accurate as electrum was indeed 
the first coinage in the world dating from 660 BC in 
Ionia and Lydia in what is now western Turkey. 

Electrum is a natural alloy of gold and silver usually 
found in small pieces (or nuggets) in local rivers and 
streams.  Initially it was stamped with crude markings 
and through the years designes were impressed.  Gold 
content did not matter but rather basic size and weight 
is what determined value. 

The book is quite informative and is illustrated in full color with hundreds of specimes identified 
and pictured.   

The book measures 6x9 and is published hardcover and in full color.  It consists of 231 pages and 
I found it contains excellent information and easy reading.  Electrum truly was the invention of 
coinage and again with a price of $95 I found the book a great value for my library.   

  





EDITOR’S MESSAGE 

         

 Odds and Ends 

 

Nothing earthshattering in the numismatic news 
lately but several odds n’ ends.  It would appear 
the mints are still striking Lincoln cents but at a 
reduced rate.  My investment a couple of months 
ago in a roll of 2025-D pennies will probably net 
me in a loss but at $20 for the roll it was a chance 
I took.  On the other hand I was in a Salt Lake an-
tique shop last weekend and spotted in a locked 
case a 1935 Silver Dollar—Heber J. Grant paper-
weight for the Salt Lake City Primary Children's 
Hospital.  I was familiar with this as last year I 
wrote and researched a Mint Master article about 
them after seeing two of them at our local coin 
show in Sandy.  Not much actual information is 
readily available regarding these historical arti-
facts but they sell between $700 and $1500 each.  
They are quite collectable by numismatists and 
historians.  Well I got the shopkeeper to open the 
case and show it to me and when I saw the price 
tag of $75 I couldn’t wait to make the purchase.  I 
suppose this offsets any financial loss from my 
roll of 2025 pennies.  Bargains like this are few 
and far between and my only other similar find 
was purchasing in a group of junk coins a 1829 
Curl Base 2 Dime for about $1.  There are less 
that 50 of this variety known and even though it 
was damaged I got it certified by NGC as dam-
aged/genuine and sold it for $1000!  It would 
have been significantly more if undamaged but 
still a great return.  If any of you have similar sto-
ries or finds please let me know as our Mint Mas-
ter readers would like to hear of them. 

In other news there is an article in this Mint Mas-
ter regarding Series dates on our U.S. Currency.  
These dates are much more complicated than 

most non-currency experts realize.  
Also there are more exceptions to 
the government rules than there is 
compliance to the point that the se-
ries dates are almost irrelevant. 

Hope to see you at the June coin 
show and hope your Spring and 
soon to be Summer is great. 

Doug Nyholm 
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GLEN BECKSTEAD COLLECTABLES 

Visit My Table At Local Coin Shows 

Always Buying Coins & Collectables 

801-699-1728 



Ralph R. Muller 

P.O. Box 9088 

Salt Lake City, Utah  84109 

801-581-0991 

�

 Member ANA-UNS-OCC-SPMC-FCCB 

E-mail    mullerralph@gmail.com 

BUY—SELL—APPRAISE COINS 
& CURRENCY 



�



UNS Membership Application 
Application for membership in the “Utah Numismatic Society” 

P.O. Box 65054,  Salt Lake City,  UT  84165 

Name(s) of Applicants:_____________________________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail:__________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:____________________________________________________ 

Signature:_________________________________________________________ 

 ANNUAL DUES 

       $30  Family     $20 Adult      $5 Junior / Under 18 

  

Where & When we meet: 

 Second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 

 Columbus  Center / 2530 South 500 East,  SLC, UT  84115   

�� � By signing this application I 
acknowledge that I have never 
been convicted of a felony. 

The Utah Numismatic Society is now enjoying its 74th year  
serving  collectors in Utah.  We sponsor an annual coin show 
held in Sandy which  you  may have attended.  Our monthly 
meetings are held monthly on the second Tuesday in Salt Lake 
City.  We have many knowledgeable, as well as novice and be-
ginning collectors, in attendance every month. 

Our monthly publication entitled “The Mint Master” contains 
interesting reading featuring  articles such as the ’Counterfeit 
Corner,’  ‘Book Reviews,’ ‘Young Numismatists,’ as well as 
many other numismatic news-worthy columns. 

Our meetings include Bourse, Auctions, expert speakers as well 
as our annual “Youth Night” and “Summer Picnic.”  

We invite you to attend one of our meetings  held at the  -     

Columbus Center, 2530 S. 500 E., Salt Lake City.  

Quiz Answers 

 

Due to the length of the an-
swers they are on the business 
card advertisement page. 

 

 

 

 


